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new and returning HVA 
members

welcome
Welcome to my final edition of Love Art magazine 
as Chair of Herts Visual Arts.

Over the past five years, it has been a privilege 
to lead this wonderful organisation, helping it 
grow into an even more professional, vibrant, 
and supportive community for artists across 
Hertfordshire.

My vision for Love Art has always been to keep 
our members informed about what’s happening in 
Hertfordshire’s art scene, while also inspiring the 
wider community of art lovers. In today’s highly 
visual world, opportunities to discover new creative 
techniques, learn from fellow artists’ experiences, 
and take part in activities that spark creativity are 
more valuable than ever.

As I step down, I am delighted to introduce 
Shivani Mathur, who joins us with an impressive 
professional background and has already become 
actively involved in the organisation. I am excited 
to see the fresh ideas and energy she will bring to 
Herts Visual Arts and Love Art magazine.
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love art magazine
Love Art is produced by Herts Visual Arts, a county-
wide organisation run by artists, for artists.  With a 
membership of over 400 creatives, we provide a strong 
network of support, development, and opportunity 
for our art community.  

This magazine champions local talent and offers 
inspiration and information for artists and art lovers 
alike.

Thank you for being part of Hertfordshire’s creative story.

@hertsvisualarts

© 2026 Love Art Magazine. All 
rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced 
without permission. While 
every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy, the publisher cannot 
accept responsibility for any 
errors or opinions expressed by 
contributors.

EDITOR: Helen Clarke

Callum Abbott — N. Herts
Arlette Ayres — S.W. Herts
Rowena Berliner — Barnet
Lucia Blagden — N. Herts
Rosemary Bray — N. Herts
Linda Brown — St. Albans
Mary Casserley — Dacorum 
Ahlam Conti — E. Herts
Sue Cooper — Central
Jo Corren — S. W. Herts
Sonja Day — E. Herts
Anna-Silvia Dooley — St. Albans
Natalie Duncker — N. Herts
Maddy Eaton — St. Albans
Fiona Fraser — E./S.E. Herts
Bernard Gorry — S.W. Herts
Michele Haniotis — Barnet
Kat Herrgott-Penter — St. Albans

Melle James — S.W. Herts
Elaine Kelly — N. Herts
Mella Kelly — St. Albans
Radhika Walia Kujal — St. Albans
Frankie Mack — N. Herts
Shivani Mathur — London
Julia Montgomery — S.W. Herts
Julia Nauer — N. Herts
Lawrence Noone — S.W. Herts
Tushar Ravishankar — N. Herts
Jo Scott — Harpenden
Georgine Selwyn — Central
Jo Teague — St. Albans
Louise Telson — S.W. Herts
Jane Waterhouse — N. Herts
Jane Wills — N. Herts
Trisha Woodcock — N. Herts
Jenny Young — S.W. Herts

@hertfordshirevisualarts
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the HVA year ahead
OUR EVENTS

We are delighted to be preparing for 
the 10th Big Art Fair, returning to 
Hitchin Town Hall this July.

Showcasing the work of 60 talented 
artists, Big Art Fair offers a wonderful 
opportunity to discover and purchase 
original artwork with something to suit 
every taste and budget.

Join us on Friday, 17th July from 6pm 
to 8pm for our Preview Evening. Enjoy 
an exclusive first look at the exhibition 
with a glass of fizz before it opens to 
the public. Many of the artists will be 
present, offering the chance to meet 
them.

Whether you’re an experienced 
collector or simply enjoy exploring 
local creativity, we look forward to 
welcoming you as we celebrate 10 
years of Big Art Fair.

Looking for new artwork or 
exhibiting opportunities? Add 
these events to your calendar! 
For more information, see 
www.hvaf.org.uk/our-events

As I prepare to step into the role of Chair, I want to 
express my deepest thanks to Sally Taylor. She has 
worked tirelessly to build this wonderful organisation, 
leaving a lasting legacy of connection and imprints 
across Hertfordshire. Stepping into her shoes is both a 
privilege and a joy.

I see my role of Chair as a facilitator for our collective dreams. My own journey 
bridges two worlds: a 35-year career in finance, alongside 20 years as a practising 
artist. After three decades in finance, I completed my MA in Art and Science at 
Central Saint Martins, because I passionately believe that art is a journey of lifelong 
learning. I also bring nearly eight years as a trustee of an Arts Council-funded 
charity, giving me a deep appreciation of what it takes to nurture a thriving arts 
community.

Getting to know HVA over the last few weeks has been a genuinely inspiring 
experience. I have met wonderful people on our team and witnessed the exceptional 
work our members produce. The sheer dedication of our volunteers moves 
me deeply. HVA is entirely sustained by your passion and time, and I am full of 
admiration for everyone who gives their energy to keep this network alive.

The ideas we’re exploring and building on have come directly from you: peer 
networks, shared workshops, partnerships that help us share resources, possibly 
transport, art materials and insurance, a Friends scheme linking local businesses with 
local creativity, and more. Your ideas are already helping shape our future.
True growth requires collaboration, and I warmly invite each of you to help shape 
this next chapter together. Let’s connect, support one another, and have fun while 
we do it. I so look forward to seeing you at our summer exhibitions and fairs.

Shivani Mathur, Incoming Chair

a welcome message from 
HVA’s new chair

BIG ART FAIR 

17-19 JULY 2026
HITCHIN TOWN HALL, HITCHIN

Our 10th anniversary brings 60 artists together 
during Hitchin Arts Festival. Join us on the 
evening of 17th July for a private view, a glass 
of fizz, and a lovely celebration of our talented 
artists.

HERTS OPEN STUDIOS

5-27 SEPTEMBER 2026
COUNTYWIDE

We return in September with our flagship event 
as 157 artists take part across the county, 
opening their studios and other arts venues to 
welcome in visitors to see behind the scenes.

BIG MAKERS FAIR

13-15 NOVEMBER 2026
ROYSTON TOWN HALL, ROYSTON

After a break in 2025, the popular Big Makers 
Fair comes to Royston in November, bringing 
together around 30 talented makers for a 
wonderful pre-Christmas shopping experience.
Browse and buy a wide range of unique, 
handmade, and locally produced gifts, perfect 
for friends, family, and loved ones. Artists and 
makers will be invited to register their interest in 
taking part over the coming month, so keep an 
eye out for further details.
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FEATURED ARTIST

Based in Welwyn Garden City, Yves 
Sancier is a self-taught figurative artist, 
who has been a member of 
HVA’s Central Herts group 
for just over two years. 

Yves talked to us 
about his recent 
commission in 
Welwyn.

“My work is 
inspired by both 
urban and rural 
landscapes, and over the 
years I have particularly enjoyed 

painting Welwyn Garden City and its 
surroundings. Being a civil engineer 

with an architectural background, 
this interest is driven by an 

insatiable curiosity for 
understanding such 
places and their history. 

These last two years, 
I have taken part in 
Herts Open Studios, 

showing my work in The 
Howard Centre in WGC, 

alongside the very talented 
artists of our local group. 

It was during last September’s 
Open Studio that, what started as 
an informal chat around my WGC 
watercolours, became an amazing 
opportunity.

2026 marks the centenary of Welwyn 
Garden City’s railway station, which 
started operating on 20th September 
1926 and was officially opened by Sir 
Neville Chamberlain on 5th October 
of the same year. Following that initial 
discussion at the Open Studio, I was 
commissioned by the All Aboarders 
— the WGC Station Adoption Group — 
and Hertfordshire County Council, to 
take part in the refurbishment of the 
station footbridge and the city centre 
subway (near John Lewis), and to have 
my artwork installed at these two 

locations. 

The installation includes a series of 10 
watercolours that I have painted for 
the occasion, showing seven different 
views of the current station and, 
using historical photographs, three 
views of the original station, which 
was demolished in 1989 to make way 
for the construction of The Howard 
Centre. 

Further celebration events organised 
by the All Aboarders will take place 
over the weekend of 3rd October. 
I will be showing the original 
watercolours during my Open Studio 
at The Howard Centre this September.” 

@ art_byyves

Yves Sancier



www.hvaf.org.uk 98

exhibitions
WHAT’S ON Your price doesn’t just represent 

the artwork — it represents you.workshops & classes
WHAT’S ON

EXERCISING CREATIVITY: 
BUILDING UNIQUE DESIGNS 
THROUGH COLLAGE

YEAR ROUND
ONLINE

www.marianhallart.com/learn-
with-me

Unlock your creativity with a 
magazine, scissors, and glue 
stick. Discover how this hands-
on approach can spark endless 
ideas.

WABI SABI INSPIRED 
COLLAGE

26 JUNE, 2PM - 4PM
MUDLARKS CAFE, HERTFORD

wabi.eventbrite.co.uk

Build up a background of 
vintage, aged, and painted 
papers and create nature- 
themed collage

COUNTRY FRAME BASKETS

22 JULY, 10AM - 4:30PM
LETCHWORTH SETTLEMENT

www.letchworthsettlement.
org.uk

Make a willow frame basket 

for harvesting garden produce, 
foraging, or collecting eggs..

FULL MOON BREATH 
DRAWING

29 JUNE, 29 JULY, 28 AUGUST 
7PM

www.nataliamillmanart.com

A 20-minute monthly mindful 
drawing journey under the Full 
Moon — breathwork, gentle 
grounding, and intuitive mark-
making to pause and quiet the 
racing mind. 

ANNIE LYON

9 JUNE - 4 JULY
COURTYARD ARTS, HERTFORD

Unusual assemblages of 
ceramics and found materials 
with joy and colour at the 
centre of the works.

LETCHWORTH OPEN 
EXHIBITION 2026

17 JUNE - 25 JULY
BROADWAY GALLERY, 
LETCHWORTH

Now in its sixth year, the 
Letchworth Open Exhibition 
is Hertfordshire’s largest 
celebration of creative talent. 

ART ON THE COMMON

4 - 5 JULY 
HARPENDEN COMMON

A wonderful annual event 
with over 70 artists exhibiting 
on Harpenden Common. Live 
music each day. 15% of sales go 
to Cancer Research.

ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL 
SUMMER ARTISAN MARKET

SATURDAY 18 JULY 
ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL

22 curated local artisans. 
Designed to support local 
independent makers, this event 
offers a lovely opportunity to 
discover unique, handmade 
work and connect directly with 
the artists.

ART SPACE SUMMER 
GROUP EXHIBITION 
SOUTH MILLS ARTS

UNTIL 31 AUGUST 
SOUTH MILL ARTS, BISHOPS 
STORTFORD

Featuring works by HVA artists 
Becky Ullah and Roxana Parker, 
alongside other artists.

ECHOES OF NATURE 

12 AUGUST - 2 SEPTEMBER
BALDOCK ARTS & HERITAGE 
CENTRE

A solo exhibition of original 
miniature portraits by Gillian 
Weddle. The collection 
explores our connection to 
animals both wild and domestic 
and the echoes we find 
between them. 

DRAW WITH ROB

UNTIL 21 SEPTEMBER
ST ALBANS MUSEUM + GALLERY

A celebration of the artwork 
of Rob Biddulph, best-selling 
author and illustrator.  Explore 
Rob’s world and see what 
you can create yourself with 
this engaging and interactive 
exhibition. 

OFF THE WALL

UNTIL 11 OCTOBER
BUSHEY MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY

Departing from the 

traditional curated theme, 
“Off the Wall” celebrates the 
personal tastes and hidden 
treasures of volunteers and 
Friends of Bushey Museum. 
The exhibition offers a rare 
glimpse into the art that lives 
in private homes, featuring a 
disparate range of artworks 
in terms of age, style, and 
medium, with every piece 
having a connection to Bushey.

THE ART AND LIFE OF HENRY 
MOORE

UNTIL 25 OCTOBER
HENRY MOORE STUDIO & 
GARDENS, PERRY GREEN

The Art and Life of Henry 
Moore presents over 80 
maquettes and sculptures 
made between 1922 and 
1986, alongside facsimiles 
of photographs and archival 
materials.

Full listings of 
workshops and 

exhibitions by HVA 
members can be viewed at: 

www.hvaf.org.uk/workshops 
and www.hvaf.org.uk/

artist-exhibitions  

ART SUPPERS AT THE
BREAKFAST CLUB, ST ALBANS

JULY-SEPT

JOIN FEATURED LOCAL ARTISTS FOR AN EVENING OF CREATIVE
WORKSHOPS, CONVERSATION & SHARED DINING

6:15 - 9:30PM SECOND SATURDAYS
£70 INCLUDES 2 COURSE DINNER, WORKSHOP & MATERIALS

£65 PP: BRING A FRIEND
BOOKINGS: LINKTR.EE/ARTSUPPERCLUB

@ARTSUPPERSTALBANS

ARTIST LINE UP:

11 JULY - INNER LANDSCAPES
INTUITIVE DRAWING WITH NATALIA MILLMAN

8 AUGUST - FINDING CREATIVITY
ACRYLIC PAINTING & MEDITATION WITH JAIYA BHANDARI

12 SEPTEMBER - COLOUR CONVERSATIONS
PLAYFUL WATERCOLOURS WITH MANDY JOHNSON
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new suppliers
We’ve had several new suppliers join us this quarter, some of whom 
are taking part in Open Studios this September. Find out more at 
hvaf.org.uk/suppliers.

SUPPLIER MEMBERSHIP

The Letchworth Settlement is thrilled to 
announce that its new Artist in Residence for 
2025-26 is HVA member, Shannon Lane. 

Letchworth 
Settlement

ART IN HERTS — A COMMUNITY GALLERY

Art in Herts is a large art gallery in 
Watford dedicated to Hertfordshire- 
based artists. The gallery has resident 
artists in art pods (two are available for 
rent) and a fully equipped photography 
studio available for hire. It also 
provides space for artists to run their 
own workshops by arrangement.  At 
the same venue, The Picture Maker 
carries out bespoke picture framing, 
Giclee Fine Art printing, canvas 
stretching, and art photography for 
reproduction.  There is also an on-site 
tea and coffee shop.

www.thepicturemaker.co.uk
info@thepicturemaker.co.uk

POP UP CREATIVE EVENTS

Pop Up Creative Events, founded by 
Claire Patterson of ABC Creative, 
supports local artists, makers, 
creatives and small businesses 
through artisan markets, exhibitions, 
workshops, networking events, and 
creative meet-up groups across 
Hertfordshire. Working with venues 
including St Albans Cathedral, we 
create opportunities for independent 
creatives to showcase their work, 
connect with new audiences, and 
build supportive local networks. We 
also publish The Artists Magazine, 
celebrating artists taking part in our 
exhibitions and creative events.

www.artbyclairecreative.com

popupcreativeevents@outlook.com 

Art & Craft @ Settlement Autumn Term 2026
 

Chinese Brush Painting
15/09/2026 10am-12.30pm

Suitable for All Levels. The
Chinese have developed a
very different approach to

flower painting. The aim is to
represent the spirit of the

flower.  

Contemporary Basketry
09/09/2026 & 04/11/2026

10am-1pm
 This mixed-ability basketry

course is contemporary in its’
approach and will use a wide
variety of natural materials. 
 Exploration of surface and

form is at the core of learners’
creative outcomes. 

Printmaking with Linocut
16/09/2026 1pm-3pm

Learn how to use linocut tools
to explore the possibilities of
print. Building your skills in the
exciting world of printmaking.
In each session you'll design,

carve and print a collection of
limited-edition linocuts.

Patch to Quilt  
15/09/2026  & 16/09/2026

7pm-9.30pm
Learn the skills of machine

patchwork & quilting. Rotary
cutting, get the best from your

sewing machine, colours,
machine piecing, quilting,

basic construction methods. 

Abstract Embroidery
Exploration 

08/09/2026 1pm-3pm
Each week different materials,

stitches, surface-building
techniques, encourage

experimentation with texture,
colour, and layering. 

The Letchworth Settlement is an independent adult education centre  
Book online at www.letchworthsettlement.org.uk to explore 100s of courses

 

Woven Tapestry 
 15/09/2026 & 03/11/2026

7pm-9pm
Learn the basics in tapestry

weaving and for further
developing skills and woven
tapestry knowledge. Projects

aimed at various skill levels from
beginner to improver. 

Applied Arts
10/09/2026  1.30pm-4pm

 Art Club focuses on
experimentation with a wide
range of materials & mixed
media. The tutor will provide

inspiring ideas and direction on
technique 

 Experimental Printmaking 
10/09/2026 

09.30am-12.15pm
Inclusive, exploratory

environment to engage with
contemporary and traditional

printmaking practices,
encouraging creativity, critical

thinking, and personal
expression. 

 Expressive Watercolours
16/09/2026 10am-12.30pm
Explore versatility with colour

and a host of different
techniques such as laying

washes, wet-in-wet, sponging
on a range of different subjects

from flowers to landscapes 

Corset Making for Beginners
10/09/2026  7pm-9pm

Create your own pattern to fit
and make a corset to your
preference as well as learn
techniques behind corset

making.

 

Concertina Sketchbook 
07/09/2026  11.30am-1.30pm
 Create a cohesive visual story
that evolves panel by panel.

The final piece can be viewed
as both a book and a
displayable artwork.  

Gelliplate 
07/09/2026  2pm-4pm

Learners are encouraged to
build and respond to their own
natural strengths and focus on
building their own unique style

within the painting process. 

Loose style Oil Painting
18/09/2026 12.30pm-2.45pm

Impressionistic, expressive
approach focused on

capturing the essence, light
and movement of a subject.

 It emphasises bold brushwork,
simplified shapes and pure
colour over tight realism.

A Year of Slow Stich
14/09/2026 7pm-9pm

  Work intuitively with cloth,
thread, and fibre to create

richly textured textile artworks
inspired by nature.  

Explore Watercolour
07/09/2026 9.30am-12pm
Find our preferred technique
and develop your personal

style. From portraits to florals,
landscapes to botanicals.

Abstract Painting
 07/09/2026 12.30am-2.45pm

Develop skills using various
materials. All will be

demonstrated to show how the
materials can be used in each
session with constant guidance

from tutor
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actually influence political decisions, 
which, besides rioting, wasn’t common. 
Prints provided a new channel of 
communication. 

Hogarth’s printed artworks, notably 
his print ‘Gin Lane,’ actually played a 
significant role in prompting revisions 
of the penal laws in parliament. During 
the first half of the 18th century, there 
was the Gin Craze. Because of the war 
with France, imports stopped, gin was 
distilled in London, and its consumption 
sky-rocketed. This impacted the lower 
class, many of whom lost their jobs 
to alcoholism, unable to escape the 
endless cycle. Hogarth dramatised this 
issue of the day in ‘Gin Lane’. The scene 
is set in St Giles, a less affluent part of 
London where the buildings are falling 
apart, except for the pawn brokers 
who are profiting from the destruction. 

Hogarth depicts a chaotic image, with 
workmen selling their tools to afford gin 
and a woman with her breasts exposed 
carelessly letting her baby fall from the 
stairs because she’s focused on her 
snuff. In the ruined barbershop, a man 
is hanging from the ceiling, possibly 
because he lost his money to gin or lost 
his clientele. Hogarth depicts a scene 
of despair and ruin so effectively that 
a few months after its publication, the 
Tippling Act of 1751 was passed. This 
parliamentary act prohibited gin distillers 
from selling to unlicensed merchants 
and increased fees for merchants, 
thus eliminating small gin shops and 
restricting the distribution of gin in the 
UK. 

Jasmine Hardy is a recent art history graduate who 
loves to write and learn.

Instagram & TikTok @unde.rthewillowtree

The invention of the printing press 
changed how we received information 
forever, but only for those who could 
read. What about the others? Yes, word 
of mouth was effective but contained 
to social groups; information was 
easily miscommunicated and just not 
as interesting. But in the 18th century, 
prints of caricature and political satire 
gained momentum across all levels of 
London society. An urban phenomenon 
that altered the power of politicians 
and monarchs alike, a pivotal period for 
public opinion. 

Before TikTok and podcasts, we 
had prints. A digestible rundown of 
contemporary issues, with public 
opinion at the forefront. In the 18th 
century, that would’ve been James 
Gillray poking fun at King George III for 
his incompetence, or William Hogarth’s 
‘modern moral subjects’ shedding light 
on social problems such as poverty, sex 
work, and alcoholism. These works were 
predominantly viewed and sold at print 
shops. Those who could afford to view 
the prints in person bought tickets, much 
like an exhibition at the Royal Academy; 

for everyone else, it was shop window 
viewing from the street. 

Prints were consumed mainly by the 
middle class with relatively new wealth. 
This included many people involved 
in the trade industry or emerging 
professions who had the resources to 
take an interest in the political press. 
These prints appealed to this group 
because they likely didn’t receive the 
same education as the politicians whose 
families had held seats in parliament for 
generations. Many had limited literary 
comprehension, and probably desired to 
make a name for themselves outside of 
their trade. 

However, print production isn’t 
described as a phenomenon simply 
because it benefited the gentry. The 
increased accessibility of being politically 
informed was not exclusive to one class. 
It allowed more people, regardless of 
literacy, to think more critically rather 
than being drip-fed small amounts of 
information from the ruling class. Also, 
print production showed the public that 
they could express their opinions and 

18th-century prints & 
politics: the influence of 
public opinion

FEATURE

BY JASMINE HARDY
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UH Arts + Culture is thrilled to 
announce the acquisition of two 
works by Turner Prize-winning 
artist Veronica Ryan OBE RA. Votives 
for you II (2023–24) and Collective 
Moments (2000/2022) have been 
purchased by the Contemporary 
Art Society, with the support of Soo 
and Jonathan Hitchin, from Alison 
Jacques Gallery and presented to 
the University of Hertfordshire Art 
Collection.

One of the UK’s leading 
visual artists, Ryan works 
primarily in sculpture 
and assemblage, using 
materials that include 
bronze, plaster, marble, 
textiles, and found 
objects. Her works 
reflect the natural world 
and explore relationships 
between ecology, 
psychology, and culture.

Votives for you II, a bronze-
cast mango sculpture, reflects Ryan’s 
longstanding interest in organic forms 
such as fruit, seeds, and pods. Part 

of a wider 

series, Collective 
Moments demonstrates the artist’s 
process of transforming physical 
and psychological repositories into 
sculptural assemblages. Her repeated 
acts of stacking, gathering, and binding 
objects together express both formal 
experimentation and a desire for 
order.

The UH Art Collection acquired 
these works to celebrate the 
remarkable achievements of one 
of the University’s distinguished 
alumni. Ryan studied at the 
Hertfordshire College of Art and 
Design, which merged with Hatfield 
Polytechnic in 1992 to become the 
University of Hertfordshire.

The acquisition follows the 
institution’s 150th anniversary 
celebrations last year. Ryan exhibited 
two sculptures as part of a dual-
venue exhibition, and this acquisition 
now provides a lasting legacy of 
both the artist’s and the institution’s 
achievements.

new art in Hertfordshire
University of Hertfordshire Art Collection 
Acquires Two New Works by Veronica Ryan 
OBE RA

HERTFORDSHIRE ARTS NEWS

Art
Space

South Mill Arts Centre, 
1 - 3 South Rd, 
Bishop’s Stortford, 
CM23 3JG 

Bishop’s Stortford
Museum

www.southmillarts.co.uk

Remember to keep an eye on our website and 
social media to learn about upcoming exhibitions.

@bishops.stortford.museum | @southmillarts

Bishop’s Stortford Museum | South Mill Arts

In the ArtSpace, we are very excited to 
be exhibiting the work of several local 
artists this summer. 
Make sure to visit us on the first floor at South Mill Arts 
to see the wonderful selection of work. You will be 
able to enjoy a variety of techniques including diverse 
methods from painting and drawing, to sculpture and 
printmaking, all allowing artists to manipulate texture, 
light and depth to convey emotion.

Upcoming ArtSpace Exhibitions:

Jun – Jul:  St Mary’s Catholic School 

  Student Art Exhibition

Aug – Sep:  Charles Binns and Thea Murray 

Upcoming ArtSpace Plus Exhibitions: 

May – Aug:  Summer Group Exhibition

{
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With our new Chair coming on 
board, Herts Visual Arts is entering 
an exciting new chapter. We have 
ambitious plans for the future 
and want to offer even more to 
our members through increased 
networking opportunities, exhibitions, 
artist development programmes, and 
community outreach.

As an organisation run by artists 
for artists, HVA depends on the 
enthusiasm and support of its 
members. To achieve our goals, we’re 
looking for volunteers to help us grow 
and develop the organisation.

At the moment, we are particularly 
keen to hear from anyone interested in 
the following areas:

Social Media Assistance

Help us create and schedule content, 
promote events, celebrate members’ 
achievements, and increase our 
visibility across social media channels.

Advertising and Sponsorship Liaison

Work with local businesses and 
organisations to develop advertising 
opportunities, sponsorship 
partnerships, and new sources of 
support for HVA.

Events Support

Help plan and deliver exhibitions, 
networking events, talks, and other 
activities throughout the year.

No previous committee or volunteer 
experience is required — enthusiasm, 
reliability, and a willingness to get 
involved are what matter most.

You don’t need to make a long-term 
commitment. Whether you can offer 
a few hours for a specific project, help 
with a one-off event, or become part 
of an ongoing team, every contribution 
makes a difference.

Volunteering with HVA is a great 
way to connect with fellow artists 

helping hands wanted
HERTS VISUAL ARTS across Hertfordshire. You’ll build 

relationships, gain insight into how the 
organisation works, and may discover 
new opportunities. It’s also a chance to 
develop valuable skills and experience 
that can support your own artistic 
journey.

If you’d like to find out more, we’d 
love to have an informal, no-obligation 
chat. Please contact chair@hvaf.org.uk 
for more information.

together 
we can 

help shape 
the future 

of Herts 
Visual Arts
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than a pottery class. As a ceramic 
artist, meditation teacher, and 
mental health first aider, I create 
workshops that encourage 
mindfulness, creativity, and genuine 
connection. Every piece you make is 
unique, and the process can be just 
as rewarding as the finished result.

The studio welcomes individuals, 
couples, families, friends, and 
corporate groups. Whether you’re 
celebrating a special occasion, 
searching for a unique gift 
experience, or planning a team-
building event, pottery offers a 
memorable way to connect and 
create together.

My aim is simple: to provide a warm, 
inspiring space where people can 
explore their creativity and leave 
feeling relaxed, accomplished, and 
proud of what they’ve made.  The 
studio will be taking part in the HVA 
Open Studios in September and 
would love to see you there!”

discover the joy of pottery 
at Sarah Core Arts

FEATURED ARTIST

Sarah Core is a British ceramic artist 
who loves nothing more than the 
physical and mindful process of 
making ceramics.  

Working from her studio at Home 
Farm in Elstree, Hertfordshire, Sarah 
talked to us about her business and 
why working with clay is such a 
restorative medium.
 
“I created Sarah Core Arts to give 
people a chance to step away from 
the demands of everyday life and 
reconnect with their creativity. Nestled 
in the Hertfordshire countryside, my 
studio is a welcoming space where you 
can slow down, work with clay, and 

enjoy the simple 
pleasure of making  
something by 
hand.

Pottery has been 
transformative 
in my own life. I 
discovered 
that working 
with clay is  

about 
much more than creating beautiful 
objects — it can improve wellbeing, 
build confidence, and help us stay 
present. There’s something special 
about focusing on the feel of clay and 
letting everyday stresses fade into the 
background.

One of my greatest joys is introducing 
people to pottery for the first time. 
Whether you’re interested in wheel 
throwing, hand building, or simply 
trying something new, no experience 
is needed. My classes are designed to 
be relaxed, supportive, and enjoyable 
for everyone.

Many visitors come looking for more 

Find out more about Sarah 
Core Arts and the workshops 
on offer:

sarah@sarahcorearts.com 
www.sarahcorearts.com
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or the experience.

Focus on Conversation, Not Selling

Many artists worry about sounding 
pushy, but visitors are usually 
interested in learning more.

Ask questions. Find out what brought 
them to Open Studios or which pieces 
have caught their eye. A genuine 
conversation helps build rapport and 
allows visitors to engage with your 
work on a deeper level.

People are more likely to buy from 
someone they feel connected to.

Make Buying Easy

If artwork is for sale, make that clear.

Display prices wherever possible and 
consider offering work at different 
price points, from originals to prints 
and cards. Not everyone can invest in 
a large piece, but many visitors would 
like to take something home.

Simple payment options, including 
card payments, can also make a 
significant difference.

Think Beyond the Day

Not every visitor will buy immediately. 
Many need time to think before 
making a decision.

Encourage people to join your mailing 
list, follow you on social media, or 

visit your website. A visitor who 
leaves without buying may become a 
customer in the future.

Open Studios is ultimately about 
building relationships, growing your 
audience, and sharing your work as 
much as it is about making sales.

The artists who achieve the best 
results are often those who focus on 
creating a memorable, welcoming 
experience. When visitors leave 
feeling inspired and connected, sales 
often follow naturally.

After all, people don’t just buy art — 
they buy stories, relationships, and 
experiences.

Herts Open Studios runs from 5th to 
27th September.

www.hvaf.org.uk/our-events/herts-open-studios/

Open Studios: how to 
turn visitors into buyers 
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

Open Studios attracts visitors for many 
reasons. Some are looking to buy 
art, while others are simply curious 
to explore local creativity and meet 
artists. The challenge for artists is 
turning that interest into sales without 
feeling like a salesperson.

The good news is that successful 
Open Studios sales rarely come from 
hard selling. They come from creating 
connections.

Make a Great First Impression

Before visitors even look at your 
artwork, they are forming an 
impression of the experience.

A welcoming, well-presented space 
encourages people to stay longer and 
engage with your work. Good lighting, 
clear labels, yellow bunting and an 
organised display all help, but the most 
important thing is a friendly welcome.

A simple greeting can make visitors 
feel comfortable and open the door to 
conversation.

Share the Story Behind the Work

One of the biggest advantages of 
Open Studios is that visitors get to 
meet the artist.

People love hearing about inspiration, 
process, and the stories behind 
individual pieces. These conversations 
create an emotional connection that 
galleries often can’t provide.

Art is rarely purchased on appearance 
alone. People often buy because they 
connect with the story, the artist, 
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art @ BTC	
The BTC in Stevenage is a hub for start-ups and small to medium 
enterprises. Owned by Stevenage Borough Council, the three-floor 
building exhibits the work of 24 local HVA artists, including this 
issue’s artists, Sarah Rupesinghe and Neriman Keleszade.

ARTIST OPPORTUNITIES

Creative W
orkshops 

   
www.lilianetextiles.co.ukwww.lilianetextiles.co.ukwww.lilianetextiles.co.uk   
 
www.lilianetextiles.co.uk 

Weavers Barn, Fairclough Hall Farm, 
Halls Green, Weston, Herts, SG4 7DP.

Textile workshops & coursesTextile workshops & coursesTextile workshops & courses
run throughout the year.run throughout the year.run throughout the year.
Textile workshops & courses
run throughout the year.

Discover the wonderful crafts of
weaving, dyeing and stitch, through
our programme of creative learning.

A range of yarns, craft tools &A range of yarns, craft tools &A range of yarns, craft tools &
gifts are also available to buy.gifts are also available to buy.gifts are also available to buy.
A range of yarns, craft tools &
gifts are also available to buy.

Visit our website for seasonal
gallery shop opening times &
workshops available to book.

About usAbout usAbout usAbout us
The Halls Green studio is located in the beautiful Hertfordshire
countryside. We design collections of woven and printed
fabrics using natural fibres and traditional craft practices.

Britis
h  Wool 

Natu
ral dyeing 

Slow stitch

Another new artist to the BTC, Neriman is 
married with two children and is a qualified 
nursery teacher. One of her greatest joys is 
sharing her love of creativity with children, 
helping them express themselves through 
art and craft. Neriman started drawing 
from a young age and gained a Diploma in 
Art and Design. She further combined her 
passion for children and art by completing 
several courses in art therapy and child 
psychology.
Neriman’s work is bold and colourful, 
incorporating intricate patterns to produce  
a fresh and colourful display.

Neriman Keleszade 
(Neryology)

Sarah Rupesinghe

Sarah is a mixed media painter who 
depicts expressive stories and treasured 
moments of human or animal forms.  Her 
work looks at movement and emotions, 
rooted in her deep appreciation for the 
beauty and complexity of the natural world 
and beyond.
Sarah’s recent inspiration comes from 
using objects and texture on canvas. 
She incorporates preserved and found 
elements from the natural world that often 
go unnoticed. Her ability to weave these 
elements into her art creates an immersive 
experience of discovery and wonder. 
New to the BTC, 
Sarah has several 
pieces on display, 
including some 
that have sea 
glass incorporated 
into them.
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HERTS
OPEN
STUDIOS
5th-27th SEPTEMBER 2026

Online 
Brochure

Discover artists across Hertfordshire.
Visit studios, meet makers, and explore 

the wide array of local creativity.


