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WELCOME
2021 saw a range of
events. Some were on-
line until, as lock down
started to ease, we
cautiously held our
summer Big Art Fair in
July, and then, with
more confidence, our
annual Open Studios
(OS) in September/
October when small
studios flung their

doors open and larger gatherings of artists took
over pop-up shops. We battled with the vagaries
of the weather and had to take our chances with
the availability of fuel – coming out the other side
with some fantastic OS stories, meet‐ups, and
commissions.

As we move towards the end of this year, we
have glitter and sparkle on offer with our
Christmas Showcase Exhibition – all on-line. We
have run two Facebook Live events (viewable on
our Facebook page @hertfordshirevisualarts),
where we showcased beautiful and desirable art
and selected artists shared their stories.

The New Year will start with our Members’
Conference which is already being planned, with
the rest of 2022 focusing on what membership of
HVAF means, and the help on hand as we travel
along our own artistic journeys.

• Nov 19th to Dec 31st: Christmas
Showcase

• Jan 17th: Annual Conference
• Jan 25th: Hints and Tips

During 2022 we hope to bring you a
range of events, both on-line and in-
person. Visit our Website for more
information and watch out for our
email Newsletters too.

diary DATES

Each quarter we will look at ways we can promote our artwork, and in this Newsletter
we get a glimpse of how to use Pinterest as a promotional tool.
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Publication Dates
Our new format magazine-style
quarterly Newsletter provides
updates, news, event information,
hints and tips. A more in-depth look
at art, and, of course, our regular
featured artist.

All information including articles,
copy and images to be emailed to
news@hvaf.org.uk.

Dates:
Jan: Compile issue 5
Feb: Deadline for copy – 10th

March: Issue 5 published
April: Compile issue 6
May: Deadline for copy – 10th

June: Issue 6 published

In the next two issues we hope to
focus on marketing your art in
galleries and exhibitions, including
HVAF events, as well as how to get
the best out of our Website.

As you have probably guessed by now, our quarterly Newsletter is
growing. Not only does it focus on upcoming events with which our
Members can get involved, but also looks at advice and tips provided
by our Members. If you would like to contribute, please email your
article to news@hvaf.org.uk. Unfortunately there are no guarantees
your words and pictures will be included - but they may well be!
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In this issue…

1. Network and Collaborate

2. Member-only events

3. Newsletters

4. Our Website

5. Social Media

5 Great Reasons to be a member

Who can join Herts Visual Arts?

We welcome all artists and
makers living and/or working
in or near Hertfordshire.

Sculptors, Painters,
Glassworkers, Fine Artists,
Photographers, Textile
Artists, and many, many
more.

With no minimum
requirements, we provide a
space where Members can
create and grow, show their
work and get to know each
other.

Find out more:
www.hvaf.org.uk/artists/join-Membership-benefits
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These meetings are limited
to 25 Members, with
bookings on a first come,
first served basis. We are
hoping that every member
will take up the opportunity
to join in, meet others and
share their own hints and
tips too.

During these sessions we
explain how the Website
works, introduce the
Organising Group and what
is happening in HVAF
across the county for
Members to get involved in
– from local monthly
meetings to county‐wide art
events and much more.

Being a member of HVAF is
exciting, with lots of
opportunities. Sometimes
this can all seem rather
confusing. With this in
mind, during our sessions
we will clarify how you can
get the best out of your
membership, and provide
practical reminders such as

how to update your Gallery
with the best images, etc.

Watch out for the
e‐Newsletter coming into
your inboxes to find out
when you can book. Places
are limited for each of the
sessions so questions can
be fully answered and
practical help provided.

Long‐standing Members
will also be able to book to
learn about some of the
new opportunities available
and to gain a refresher
about how things work.

What’s included
Items discussed during the
sessions include:

• How your membership
works

• The membership year
and what to expect

• How to prepare and
upload images to your
on-line Gallery

• Taking part in events
and the benefits they
give

• Becoming involved in
your area by attending
the area group
meetings

• An introduction to the
OG team and what they
are about.

DateS for your
diary
The sessions will be run via
Zoom, every two months.

To get the best out of the
training, you will need a
good internet connection
with a connected speaker
and camera. Our next dates
are:

Jan 25th: 7pm
March 25th: 7pm

We have now run a few Zoom sessions which have been useful for new
Members to learn more about the benefits and function of our Website.
The hints and tips shared are a great way of helping everyone feel at
home with our site and how to manoeuvre around it.

Blake Sull ivan - Barnet
Anna Maher - Barnet
Anastas iya Zalyubovska

- West Herts
Yad Alaald in - West Herts
John Hewitt - West Herts
Lesley Boost - East Herts

Sharon Ca irns - Dacorum
Helen Harr is - North Herts
Anna Styrc - East Herts
Vanessa Hock ing-Creek

- North Herts
Zsuzsanna Szany i

- North Herts

Beno it Gardner - East Herts
Stella Gordon - West HerTs
Janet Peck - North Herts
Mer i Adel ine - East Herts
Den i L ill ian - Dacorum

we are del ighted to welcome the following creat ives into Herts V isual Arts .

WELCOME TO New & Returning Members

Find out more:
www.hvaf.org.uk/about/organising-group

Who’s who in HVA

Hillary TaylorSally Taylor Laura Dunmow Susheel Rao

Maggie BirchallDawn ElliottHeather Miller Jackie Uphill

Anna Schofield Val Lawson Elspeth Hector Debbie Knight

The Organising Group (OG)
meet every month to plan
and organise HVA by
managing the finances,
sharing skills, connecting
with area coordinators,
brainstorming ideas for
future events, and more.

With expertise in business
development, marketing
and branding, as well as in
different art mediums the
OG is a fun and committed
volunteer group.

If you would like to get
involved, please contact the

Chair at chair@hvaf.org.uk
letting us know what you
are interested, or have
skills, in (e.g. social media,
copy-writing, proof-reading,
event organisation, area
coordinator support, etc.).



Herts Textile Arts (HTA) was
formed in 2004 and
membership is open to any
member of HVA who works
in the primary medium of
textiles, or textiles and
mixed media. HTA is an
informal (i.e. no separate
constitution), collectively-
run subgroup of Herts
Visual Arts and to be part of
HTA, HVA membership is a
precondition. HTA currently
has 11 Members who meet
every 2 to 3 months socially
and, in between, hold
business meetings by
Zoom. The business
meetings tend to focus on
plans for exhibitions, etc.,
whereas the social
meetings are varied; they
include visiting exhibitions,
meeting for lunches, and
work-in-progress catch-ups.

When HTA was set up its aim
was to bring textile artists
together. At that time,
practitioners of textile art
were more isolated than
today and the discipline less
established, so the group
played an important role in
the exchange of ideas,
knowledge, and in providing

support to each other. While
textile art is now a more
mainstream and a
considerably more
established art form, the
inherent diversity of the
medium and variety of
techniques means that group
Members still benefit greatly
from sharing ideas and
approaches, and contributing
to exhibitions that promote
contemporary textile art.
The group encourages and
welcomes newMembers
who must be committed to
playing an active part
including contributing pieces
to, and help with arranging,
exhibitions. Practitioners in
any and all textile art
techniques, including textiles

in combination with other
media, are welcome.

In recent years the group has
exhibited in Hertford Theatre,
Watersmeet
(Rickmansworth), Spotlight
Theatre (Broxbourne),
Parndon Mill (Harlow),
Baldock Arts and Heritage
Centre, Fiodra Barge Gallery,
and Courtyard Arts,
(Hertford). The group is
currently looking for
locations for a 2022
exhibition with the title ‘What
lies beneath’.

Contact
tex�les@hvaf.org.uk for
further details.

Textile Arts
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Become a coordinator!
It is important that everyone knows what is
being planned for all of our amazing
activities throughout the year.

Areas around the county are represented
by an Area Coordinator who is the main
point of contact for local Members. They
have their fingers on the pulse of the
Organising Group, keep in touch with local
artists, and share information.

All members is welcome to attend our
monthly Organising Group meetings,
currently being held on Zoom on the last
Monday of the month at 6pm. If you would

like to find out more, please contact
enquiries@hvaf.org.uk

Behind the scenes
Join the chat in our Private HVAF
Members only Facebook group, be part of
our support group on Instagram, chat with
Members on Twitter - there are so many
ways of finding out what’s going on
around the county, so many opportunities
to meet, connect and share.

Follow the story on Facebook
(@hertfordshirevisualarts), Twitter
(@HVAF) and Instagram (@hertsvisualarts,
@hertsvisualartschair).

HVAF NEWSLETTER:

Email:
news@hvaf.org.uk

As we come out of
COVID restrictions,
who or what inspired
you this year, this
month? Have you
visited any exhibitions
and have some
thoughts? Share your
stories with us!

Write to us!
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South West Herts/
North London:
swherts@hvaf.org.uk

3rd Tuesday, 8pm, The
Stag Pub, Chorleywood

Hertford/
East Herts:
eherts@hvaf.org.uk

1st Tuesday, 2.30pm,
Mudlarks Café, Hertford

Harpenden/
NW Herts
harpenden@hvaf.org.uk

3rd Wednesday, 2pm

St Albans Area:
stalbans@hvaf.org.uk

1st Wednesday, alternating
3pm and 7pm (from
January).

Jackie Uphill

Barnet/N London:
Vacancy for Area
Coordinator

Dacorum:
dacorum@hvaf.org.uk

Facebook Group - Herts
Visual Arts Dacorum.

Central Herts:
welwynhatfield@hvaf.org.uk

North Herts plus Welwyn/
Hatfield share the A1M
Facebook Group, with meet-
ups in the first half of the
month.

North Herts
nherts@hvaf.org.uk

Joint meetings with Central
Herts Group.

Some meetings will continue on Zoom: it does have so many benefits, such as no
travelling, allowing us to ‘pop-in’ to any of the area meetings, meet other Members, and
find out what’s going on around the county. Hopefully we will see you soon, either
in‐person, or via the computer screen.

2021 has been another strange year. Over the previous twelve months we have learnt to
adapt. We have missed meeting up in person, but now, with the easing of COVID
restrictions, we are starting to get together again.

Area Coordinators

Find out more:

Why bother?

Maggie Birchall

Dawn Elliott

Heather Miller

Vacant

Anna Schofield

Val Lawson

Debbie Knight

www.hvaf.org.uk/artists/local-area-Members-networking
Find out more:
www.hvaf.org.uk/about/organising-group

Sharing stories and experiences is
such an important part of what Herts
Visual Arts can offer.

Regular meetings with other artists
provide a great opportunity for chatting
about your art journeys and events
coming up, and for sharing helpful,
practical, tips and tricks. Monthly area
meetings are organised by the local
coordinator, but we also have a thriving
Textiles Group (see page 6).

There have been many new initiatives
born out of regular meet-ups, such as
‘Sketchbook Natters’, artists taking part
in plein-air painting sessions, or
coming together to prepare for the
next year’s Herts Open Studios.

For example, the A1M group met in the
Rose and Crown in Welwyn,
welcoming quite a few new faces. It
was a great opportunity to discuss

together what was happening for this
year’s Herts Open Studios.

Local area meetings are a brilliant way
to meet like-minded people, so don’t
think these are just for a few, they are
for every Member.

Zoom has allowed us to continue to
meet regularly, but, with the easing of
COVID restrictions, many of us are
being brave, getting together in a local
pub or coffee shop.

Check the Website to see when the
next meetings are near you. I am sure
you will find one quite close to where
you live or work, so do go along if you
can. If you don’t drive, or can’t easily
get to a venue, contact your area
coordinator and see if someone else
can give you a lift.
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Exhibitions workshops
Visit our Website for more information and explore some upcoming shows.
Members of HVAF often take part in exhibitions, one of the key ways of sharing
their art with other people.

Spring Blossom-
Watercolour
On-line video tutorial

3 March, 2020
to 31 March
2022

Learn how to
use watercolour
wet on wet and
wet on dry
techniques to

create this lovely Spring scene of cherry
blossom on a wet day.

On line video tutorial
Painting animals with
Brusho
On-line Workshop

Welcome to this new series of Brusho
on-line classes with Sally Taylor,
creating beautiful animals using Brusho
Watercolour Powders - of course!

Who are you? What do
you want?

Focusing on a
direction, with Hillary
Taylor

1 August 2021 to 16
December 2022

On-line workshop

Whether you’re starting out, already
running your own (art) business or
looking for change, why not do a bit of
direction-finding to focus on your plans
and what it means to you?

Textile art
workshops

7 September 2021 to 7
September 2022

29 Verulam Gardens,
Luton, LU3 3SE

In this series of workshops, Batik, tie &
dye, silk painting, weaving and screen
printing are explored.

www.hvaf.org.uk/workshops-exhibitions/workshops

Explore below upcoming workshops run by our Members. All
Members can add their workshops from their Account home page

Marston Moretaine
Until Friday, December 31, 2021

Venue: The Forest Centre and Millennium
Country Park.

Timing: 9am-4pm weekdays, 9am-5pm
weekends

Cost: Free

Above is one of Jo Franks’ paintings for this
semi-permanent exhibition in this wildlife
centre as part of Dunstable and District Art
Club.

Continuous exhibition
23 February 2021 to 31 December 2021

The Fleetville Emporium, 21a Churchgate,
Hitchin.

This exhibition is in The Fleetville Vintage
Emporium. It currently contains the work
of Debbie Knight, Amanda Xuereb, Audrey
Pollok, and others.

Find out more:
www.hvaf.org.uk/workshops-exhibitions
Find out more:

“Colour! What a deep and mysterious language.
It is the language of dreams.” - Paul Caugin



Teaching

FEATURED ARTIST
Debbie Knight

Mark‐making and
expressive abstracts have
been the building blocks
of the last few years, with
rotating core themes of
ancient history, myth, faith,
man’s beginnings and
dreams.

Working predominantly in
oil paint, Debbie Knight is
a keen observer of our
surrounding world, its
structure and constraints.

This is shown through the
creation of layers and
textures in her work, by
adding and removing
colour, keeping the beauty
and wonder showing
through layered
mark‐making and building
an image which allows the
viewer room for their own
interpretation.

Debbie has exhibited
widely in recent years and

had her last major
exhibition at NewMaynard
Gallery before the COVID
lockdown. She regularly
takes part in HVAF Open
Studios, and the Big Art
Fair, and has pieces for
sale with Saatchi Art.

As the chair of Harpenden
Arts Club, Debbie has
recently helped organise
the Annual Exhibition. This
was a huge success,
equalling the previous
2019 exhibition despite
being in a new Southdown
location. She is also now
leading a number of club
evenings, the latest being
‘ways into abstraction’.

As a graduate with a
degree in Art with
Qualified Teacher status
from The University of
Warwick, Debbie’s
activities include helping

Debbie Knight

Pink
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others on their art
journey, regularly
supporting artists
in their activities.
She is an Area Co-
ordinator for Herts
Visual Arts
covering
Harpenden, Luton
and Dunstable.

Debbie has sold
work to the set
designers of Holby
City and these can
be seen regularly
on the programme,
plus she had a four page article about her
work in this June’s Hertfordshire Life
Magazine.

The pink painting with yellow circles is
one of Debbie’s newer paintings.

“I am working on paring
back my images, focusing
on simpler compositions
which clarify my message”.

Contact Details:

• Email: debbieknight88@hotmail.com

• Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/debbieknight88

• Website: https://www.debbieknightart.co.uk/

www.hvaf.org.uk/galleries/debbie-knight
Find out more:
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Marketing your art -
Pinterest

Herts Visual Arts has been
making use of Pinterest for
a few years. For Open
Studios every participating
artist had their photo
posted onto the Open
Studio’s account, and the
response has been quite
exciting.

During the 4 weeks of
posting, the HVA boards
gained 1,130 impressions –
that’s visitors seeing the
posts. Of this number, there
was an audience of 739
people and of these 14
made comments or likes,
plus there were 11
engagements – that’s 11
click throughs to an artists’
Gallery page. This might not
sound like much, but it does
highlight that, with just a
little effort, we have more

visitors viewing Members’
work.

If you visit our account in
Pinterest, https://pin.it/
8r53txE, you can see all our
wonderful Pins (that’s what
Pinterest calls them – think
of a notice board with ideas
and thoughts pinned to it).

Pinterest shares
some great tips on
how to create the
perfect Pin

Images
File type: PNG or JPEG.

Max file size: 20 MB.

Use high‐quality, vertical
images that will stand out in
people's feeds. Pinterest
recommends a 2:3 aspect
ratio (e.g.: 1000 x 1500
pixels). Other ratios may
cause your Pin to truncate,
or may negatively impact
performance.

Put your art front and
centre. Avoid using any
imagery that doesn’t
showcase your brand.

Put a logo on every Pin you
make, but keep it subtle,
avoiding the lower-right
corner, since that spot gets
covered up by product
icons.

Text overlay is the copy that
goes on your Pin image to
make it stand out. Keep

your copy concise for
readability on mobiles.

If your Pin includes a link,
check that the link is active
and loads quickly.

How creatively your Pin is
designed tells people what
to expect when they click.
Make sure your style
matches your branding.

You can choose from
several content formats on
Pinterest, from static Pins
to multi-image collections.

Text and Descriptions

Clear descriptions and
titles help your Pins get
discovered in searches. You
can use up to 100
characters for your title and
up to 500 characters for
your description.

Title: Enter up to 100
characters. Depending on
the device, only the first 40
characters may show in

people’s feeds. When
entered, titles will appear in
the home feed or search
feed. If a title is not entered,
nothing will show in its
place in the home feed.

Description: Enter up to
500 characters.

Descriptions do not appear
when viewing the Pin in the
home feed or search feed.
Additionally, descriptions do
not appear for ads when
viewed up close.

Descriptions are used by
Pinterest’s algorithm to
determine relevance for
delivery. It is recommended
entering a description to
help get your Pin or ad in
front of the right audience.

Please refer to Pinterest
help guides for more
information about creating
your Pins: https://
help.pinterest.com/en/
business/article/pinterest-
product-specs

This social media platform
has over 400 million people
using it every month, so it is
to be taken seriously. Like
all social media channels it
takes a while to appreciate
its full benefits, and time to
devote to building and
maintaining a customer
base.

Pinterest is a social media site that I have enjoyed since it launched; it’s a great
way of gaining inspiration, maybe for some home decorating, cooking or
gardening. There is so much to view on this platform that an hour has passed
before I’ve realised it.
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Herts Visual Arts
Christmas Showcase
offers you a wide range
of unique desirable
gifts created by some
of our amazingly
talented Members.
You can explore an
extensive selection in our
on-line Christmas
Showcase exhibition.
Simply visit our Website
www.hvaf.org.uk/
exhibitions/christmas to
find our Flipbook and Video,
showing three images from
each of the participating
artists.

There’s something to
appeal to every taste:
perfect gifts for family and

friends, or, maybe,
something to enhance your
home or to brighten up your
workplace. Whatever you
choose, it will bring
pleasure and enjoyment
now and for years to come.

Who are the artists?

Everyone taking part in the
Christmas Showcase is a
local Hertfordshire artist/
maker, and a member of
Herts Visual Arts. They
represent some of the
diverse creative talent to be
found across the county, so
your Christmas shop could
also help a local business.
The artist whose work you
admire may be based
nearby or some way away,
but our on-line exhibition
brings them to you, in the
comfort of your own home.

If you’d like to see the
artists taking part in the
Christmas Showcase, or get
to know more about their
art, you can view their Live
presentations on our
Facebook page where you
can watch recordings of the
sessions:
@hertfordshirevisualarts.

If someone’s work really
strikes a chord, then
connecting with that artist
this Christmas could be the
start of a longer-term
relationship.

What’s on offer?

Our seasonal exhibition
shows you three selected
pieces of work created with
love by each participating
artist and you can see more
examples of their work in
their on-line Gallery.

From hand‐crafted
jewellery, textile arts and all
manner of 2D artworks –
take a look and be amazed
by the array of work in the
Flipbook and our Video.
They include a wide variety
of contemporary art in many
different styles and
mediums, functional and
practical artwork, as well as
the purely decorative.

If you’re looking for 2D
work, there are options
ranging from traditional and
realistic to abstract, from
narrative story‐telling to

flower studies, from wildlife
to still‐life, and much, much
more – work created using
oils, acrylics, and many
other mediums, including
some beautiful work by our
printmakers. Our textile
artists, weavers and
jewellery makers are also
well represented.

And of course, there is a
good selection of Christmas
cards.

When is it open?

Our Christmas Showcase
runs for a full six weeks
from Friday 19 November
till Friday 31 December.
Being on-line allows us to
open 24 hours a day and 7
days a week for your
convenience. You can fit
your Christmas shopping
into your busy day and
browse at leisure. You can
relax and look, away from
the crowds and traffic, all
without any need to find a
parking place. A very easy
journey.

How do I buy?

Seen something that
appeals?When you find
what you like on-line, click
the link to connect to that
artist’s full website Gallery
page. There you will find a
further selection of their
work, information about
their art practice and
details of how to contact
them. They will be able to
take payment and arrange
delivery.

Who is organising this
event?

Herts Visual Arts Forum is
the largest volunteer run
arts organisation in
Hertfordshire. Throughout
the year we organise a
number of events, including
the very popular Herts
Open Studios and the Big
Art Fair. We have Members
based all across the county
in every corner, and at
different stages of their
artistic journey. New
Members are always
welcome to join our
supportive community.

‘More creativity,more fun,more buzz,
more laughter in our lives’

Find out More:
www.hvaf.org.uk/our-events/Christmas-showcase

Christmas showcase #HertschristmasArts



Readership, Audience & Purpose

Herts Visual Arts
Quarterly magazine‐style
Newletter is the only local,
art focused publication
aimed at artists and art
enthusiasts. We cover a
range of topics featuring
Member artists, events,
marketing, developing our
art journeys, as well as
materials and related
topics.

We have a regular
readership which includes
artists and interested
enthusiasts around the
county and beyond.

Why not advertise with us?
Do you want to reach hundreds of Hertfordshire artists?

Our magazine is supported by
social media posts on
Instagram and Facebook

Website Visitors
The HVAF Website is viewed each quarter with over 60,000
page views. We gain between 6,000 and 9,000 new visitors over
a three month period, with over 1,500 of these returning
visitors.

Sponsorship

Website Sponsor £300 / per year (April -
March)

This Sponsorship package allows for a
business’s logo to be visible on the footer
of the HVAF Website, with a hyperlink
through to the Sponsor’s own website.

Event Sponsor @ £250
HVAF runs a number of events throughout
the year, and has been able to promote
these in the business community. What’s
included:
• Logo on our event brochure and or

digital Flipbook
• Participation in Sponsor’s Choice

Award and attendance at the Private
View for in-person events

• Featured in our Social Media.

Event Sponsor @ £25
In this package, the Sponsor’s logo is
positioned within our digital Flipbook.

Quarterly News Magazine
Advertising Prices

Full Page: £100 / issue
Portrait, 192 x 138 mm.

½ Page: £75 / issue
Landscape, 90 x 138mm.

¼ Page: £45 / issue
Portrait, 70 x 90 mm.

Directory: £20 / entry
Landscape, 138 x 20mm.

An ideal opportunity to promote your
business to HVAFMembers and visitors.
For a directory entry, text and images
should be supplied as a graphic.

Images to be minimum 300 dpi (print) /
800 pixels (web)

We are keen to develop links with local businesses to build on-going
relationships, to help foster art in the community, share art more widely
and add benefit with more people knowing about our Members.

The Big Art Fair 2020 Sponsors Award

The Big Art Fair 2020 Sponsors Award
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Find out more:
www.hvaf.org.uk/news/sponsorship
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January 17thZoom
10-2

Find out More:
www.hvaf.org.uk/our-events

Your Art Journey
Whether you have just started on your art career
or you have been creating for a number of years,
this conference is for you!

This year we are planning the following topics:

• The benefits HVAF provides

• Exhibiting and presenting to galleries

• Behind the scenes at HVAF

• Promoting your art using social media

• Meeting and connecting with other Members.Fr
ee

fo
r


